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Several issues are facing urban communities which include but not limited to slow economic development, poverty, gang violence, public safety, lack of affordable housing, etc. This paper will address urban poverty. Poverty is a major problem facing many urban communities. The depth of poverty among urban communities is underestimated by many governments which led to the formulation of ineffective policies to combat the problem. Additionally most poor urban residents lack influence in institutions entitled to led urban poverty recovery plans, which further makes it difficult to eradicate the phenomenon.
The number of the poor living in urban centers has escalated in the last few decades. Today more than half of the world populations are living in urban centers. Rural-urban migration is one of the factors contributing to the increased number of urban dwellers. Most People are moving to urban centers in search of good educational facilities, quality healthcare, good-paying jobs, etc. Urbanization may also result from the natural increase of population caused by a high birth rate than the death rate.
 Most poor urban residents live in informal settlements characterized by the poor drainage system, poor solid waste collection, lack of clean water supplies, lack of access to quality healthcare, and difficulty in accessing government institutions,(Diane Publishing Staff, 2004). Many factors cause poverty among urban residents. Firstly many urban residents lack skills or education required in the job market which makes it hard for residents to secure good-paying jobs. Most employers are not willing to hire candidates with inadequate skills to avoid extra expenses.
Secondly, the numbers of employment opportunities available in urban centers are limited. The number of jobs available cannot sustain the high population growth in urban centers this makes it difficult for urban dwellers to secure jobs. Thirdly many poor urban residents are paid low wages which can support their lives in the urban centers. Living in most urban centers is very expensive which makes it hard for people with low wages to afford thus they end up settling in informal settlements with poor conditions. Lastly large family sizes also contribute to poverty among many urban dwellers. Some residents keep large families in urban centers than their economic capacity thus they end up in poverty due to higher expenses than income.
Poverty has negatively impacted the lives of poor urban dwellers. Most poor urban dwellers have limited access to quality education, quality healthcare, clean water, electricity, and inadequate public transportation (Wagner, 2008).  Crime is another problem among many poor urban communities. Many people are involved in criminal activities due to a lack of money to purchase basic needs. Crime harms the economic growth of the surrounding community.

Moreover many urban poor dwellers lack quality affordable houses; most houses in urban centers are very expensive which makes it difficult for the poor to rent. For most families rent consume the largest percentage of their income leaving very little if any to support children’s basic and educational needs, (Spence et al, 2008) Lastly most of the informal settlements in urban centers where the poor settle have poor roads which makes it hard for the residents to connect with jobs and opportunities.

Poverty exerts negative impacts on children's physical and mental health. Research indicates that children raised in poverty are at high risk of exhibiting behavior issues due to the disruption of the emotional regulatory system during the early stages of growth. Moreover poor children are at higher risk of dropping out of school at an early age compared to their rich counterparts. Additionally, low-income parents are not able to support the educational needs of their children. Poor children also lack access to books, sports programs, and other activities essential in promoting cognitive development.

There are various ways to address poverty among urban residents. Firstly it is important to conduct studies to establish the actual scale of poverty among urban residents. This is essential in the formulation of comprehensive poverty recovery plans. The recovery plan should address the specific cause of poverty and the needs of the poor. This means the government should allow the poor to participate in the formulation and implementation of the recovery plans.
Secondly, the government should create more jobs to sustain the high rate of population growth in urban centers. The provision of employment opportunities to urban residents is essential in the fight against urban poverty. Thirdly the government should ensure all people receive quality education irrespective of skin color, social class, or age. Quality education will equip residents with the skills needed in the market. Lastly the government should compel companies to raise the minimum wage for any careers. The bible says "He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to needy honors God”. This means corporates leaders should be kind to their employees and pay them a reasonable amount as a sign of respect to their maker.

In conclusion many problems face urban dwellers. Poverty is the leading problem among urban communities. Many governments underestimate the depth of urban poverty thus little effort has been made to fight the phenomenon. The number of poor urban dwellers has escalated in the last few decades thus fight against urban poverty is a priority for every world nation. Poverty is caused by several factors which include but not limited to; poor wages, lack of employment opportunities, lack of education or skills, large families, etc. Poverty has negative impacts on the lives of poor urban dwellers as well as the educational progress of their children. In the words of Confucius, a Chinese philosopher “In a country well governed, poverty is something to be ashamed of. In a country, badly governed wealth is something to be ashamed of" thus there is a need to prioritize the fight against urban poverty.
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